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Lt E.L. “Whitoy™ Feightner in the cock:
pit of p VF-8 Haellcat. As an ansign,
Faightier flew with WF10, in the
Guadalcanal Campaign. He gained fows
killg, and five mane with VF-E. He re-
ured &@ & Rear Admiral.

A, Esith

Grumman F4F Wildeat

Adm. E.L. "Whitey™ Feightner won his wings in 1942 and

arrived at VF-10 in time to make the new squadran’s first cruise

in LSS Enterprize (CV-6). He participated in the Battle of Santa

Cruzin Qctober 1942, and fought as a member of the Cactus Air
Force on Guadalcanal, During his combat tours with VF-10, and later VF-
8 in USS Bunker HIT (CV-1T7], LL Feightner shot down nine Japanese
aircraft, and was awarded three DFCs.

After the war, he was an early member of the Blue Angels as well as a
jet tast pilot, participating in many areas of devalopment including aerial
refueling and carrier qualifications. He commanded VF-11, and served as
CALG for Air Group 10 and Air Group 4.

As a flag officer he served a tour as Assistant Commander for Logistics
and Fleet Support, and a subsequent tour as Deputy Director for Plans and
Programs in NAVAIRSYSCOM.

Approgch: During World War If, safery o completely ready them for Might, A
WEE -'!'r-‘?E-'{'-' d ORI ERDE ﬂf-l'-"lvl" morieRt, -;,:-.ru]:lll: al ]:l|..'||1|:.'." uns froze u ] i Ahe dur
with no formal programs ke today’s because we didn’t kave time to elean out
NATOPS, Can you feil us a Nitie abowr the Coamaoling preservative, o very thick
how, as a young fighter piled in combai, grease thal, 45 soom as you got airbome,
youd thorght abonr safere® Did i enter congealed and froze, [ remember being
yerser daily ronrine ? jumped by Lercs, My flight lead™s guns
RAdm. Feightner: We carried spare froze up and he couldn™t get off even one

aireraflt on the 5-:|1i.|:|. There was never me round. Afier ithat we wene VEry CORNSCioUs

approach/aprilimay 1920



about the grease on the guns, Properly
wnrking Huns WEE d:ﬁn'tl.-: ;.al't:l:,'
concemn for a squadron,

We were also concerned aboat barricade
crashes and catching a “late wire” since
wou could Bt your head on the gunsight,
We had 11 arresting wires on the ships in
those days, and from about the B-wire on,
if the pilot wasn't ready for i, you
sopped 5o suddenly that you were thrown
forward and bashed your head on the
gunsight. [ have a scar over my left eye
because I hit the sight once after caiching
the 9-wire. That was a preity sudden stop.
I broke the glass in my goggles.

Our skipper, LCdr. Jimmy Flmlq.r,' Came
up with the idea of chest siraps secured
directly to the sear and coming around our
chesis. That was really the forerunner of
the shoulder hamess. As far as | know, we
were the only outfit w use such an ar-
rangament,

We had another concerm; duning an
arrested londing, one of our planes” guns
fired. We changed our procedures after
that, If vou had fired your guns while
airborme, you pointed yvour aircraft away
from your formation with the gun
swilches off, and pulled the trigger o
make sure that the guns would not fire
again. We had a lot of shorts in the wiring
al that time, Once the guns were charged
it was important to make sure they were
cleared prior to landing.

Approach: What were some of the
corcernd yvou kad diring the Baile of
Seira Criez and afftervard, when the Ny
shattled s fighters and bombers from the
carrier fo the Mariae field on Guadalea-
e ?

RAdm. Feightner: One problem we
wiorried abowt then concemed flying from
Enterprise to Henderson Field on Guadal-
canal: we had lots of groundloops. The
brakes were nod adequately maintained
aboard ship. The Wildcal was a bit 1op
heavy, and if there was a crosswind, it
was easy to groundloop. In fact, the
Marines used to make fun of us because
we"d often put two or thiee airerafl in the
palm trees.

I have a distinct memory of Swede
Vejiasa putting his prop completely
through a palm tree, It really was a

"E'q:l. = lager B dm — Jamees Placioy oomumassded the LS.
Maval Aviation Safesy Activity in 1935 The Safecy Activicy

wns peramed the 105, Maval Awiation Safecy Center in
1957, sl e Maval Sufery Cemer bn 1968,

Ens. Feightner in Hewall = May 43

problem. especially since we did not
always have a waming that we were
going ashore, (Lt = Iater-Capt, — Vejtasa
wion the Mavy Cross during Santa Cruz
for shooting down seven Japancse
bombers in one day, — Ed.)

Approach: DNd they ignare servicing the
brakes aboard ship?

BEAdm. Feightner: Well, remember,
when we caught a wire on the ship, then
taxied forward, into the wind, we didn't
need the brakes that much, There were

also many deck crewmen who man-
handled your atreraft around. The brakes
Just did nod get the attention they perhaps
should have.

Approgel: Wase'r the [feld ar Henderson
pretty rough, amyway?

BAdm. Feightner: It was terrible,
Marston matting with crushed coral
spread over the top. Sometimes we landed
on grass ficbds and even on the beach, on
the sand.

Approach: For the two months, Oclober-
November J9042, vou were really fust
frying to stay alive and did Rot consider
satfery. Would vou say, then, thar inan all-
oul war thar safery is @ casualty?

BEAdm. Feightner: Mo, not particularly.
We concentrated on other aspects of
safery. For instance, knowing we had a
good chance of getting shot down, we
paid a lot more attention 1 our pars-
chutes, and o whether our plane’s canopy
would open so we could get out,

We were also concerned abowt what to
cho in case of o fire in Might, It was
samething we lived with constanily,
samething which wos very likely 1o
happen; we were shot up lots of times.

Guadalcanal FAF Wildcats peol off on a Jopaness formatian
approach/april/may 19390



We were very conscious of emergency
precedures, probably more so than when
we were nod in combat.

Approach; Conld vou apply vour experi-
ences o today's crews? Knowing proce-
cleeres woeld b pedovity, wonlda't it?
RAdm, Feightner; Oh, absoluiely. The
real emergency procedures that you
concentrate on the minute you enter
combat, these things come 1o the fore.
Such things as navigation become means
of survival.

The YZMNG direction and homing
bencon we uied to relum o the ship was
very relinble, but the ship sometimes
wmed the bepcon off 1o confuse the

enemy. We operated in absolule rdio
silenee most of the time. There was no
chatier on the air, We did it all by hand
signals.

Approach: Today's crews are also
concerned abour operaring in EMCON,
and somelimes geting inte rrouble,
RAdm. Feightner: You can get into
trouble if vou don't have a set procedure,
As a CAG, I went through a lot of
exercises in EMOCON, Sometimes, we
sealed the radio with tape. It could only
be used in an emergency, and if you
broke the seal, you were eliminated from
the exercise,

Approaeh: After the war, you worked on

An FTU Cutlass refualing from an AJ tanker
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e firss tesis of dve angled Right deck,
m'mat: with RAdwi. Alan Skepard, Whar
were a few of vour experiences?

RAdm. Feightner: The angled deck was,
of course, a new concept and we were
concemed aboul crosswind, but we dis-
covered it wasn't a problem. At first, it
was difficult because we were all used to
flving the approach and chopping the
power a5 we god the cut, It got to be a
little hairy. I remember Bud Sickel going
over the angle in his XFJI-2, which was
really nothing mose than a navalized F-
56, He drbbied off the end but he kept it
in the air. There was 75 feel to play with
before he would have hit the water.




Tiook baal the FTU Cutlass and F3D
Skyvknight aboard. I made a lot of
landings on the carly angled deck in the
F3D. The Cutlass wis sotually the casiest
plane 1o bring aboard, other than the fact
that you couldn't see directly forward on
final. But in the FTU-3, we could rise or
rotate the seat forward, [ did a lot of work
with special cockpit indicators where |
could adjust the speed one knot at a time
in, for instance, a high-drag configuration
where | warked sinetly with power 1o
overcome whatlever drag was present,
Appraveh: You fTew with the Bive Angels
in 1952 Please describe a few of vour ax-
PEFTENCES.

RAdm. Feightner: | was actually
assigned to the first team in 1946, but my
orders were changed before we ever put
on a show, and I was reassigned as an
pide for CARDIV 3. During the war, the
team formed the nuclews of VF-19]
aboard Princeton, and the leader, Johnny
Magda, was killed. After the war, [ was
asked to reform the team around the FTU
Cuilass, but that was nof pragtical, We
couldn't fly the Cutlass in formation,
because the hydraulic controls system
wis unreliable. The Mavy had already
made the announcement (ot the eam
would use FTUs, and we had 1o do it, u
least for the two solos.

Yought painted a couple of FTUs in the
Blue Angels colors, and we picked them
up at the plant and flew them 1o Corpus
Christi, where the team was based at that
time. But we could not find any other
experienced Cutlass pilots, About that
time, wie got FYF-5 Panthers, but they
wene soon grounded, so 1 took one of the
FTUs, and got a previous member, L1
H.C, “Mac™ MacKnight, ordered back 1o
the team. He and 1 flew the FTUs, while
the rest of the eam Oew TV, the Navy's
version of the T-33, They gave people
rides and put on litile shows.

You flew the Cutlass on the hydraulic
system wntil you had 2 problem, which
you often did. It took 11 seconds before
you had mechanical control, and that
brought up some very interesting inci-
dents, You were totally owt of contral. (1
have mose “passenger’” lme in single-
place aireraf® than any other pilot...[*ve
lost the contral system 73 to 100 times, It
was a regular cocurrence.) With the
Cutlass, you had 1o bleed off pressure

before an interlock would activate and
springs snapped into place; it ook 11
very long seconds,
Approach: That conld be a problem,
expecially ai fow alninade.
RAdm. Feightner: Yery true. It hap-
pened on takeoff at Pensacoln, We had
SECHAY guests waiting to go out on a
carrier. | put on a show in the FTU, and as
I lifted off in burner, | pulled the nose up
andd fost the hydraulic control system. 1
was strictly a passenger as the plane went
straight up in the air to 1,500 1,700 feet,
stalled, and headed wowand the ground, |
sat there with no control, and the stick in
my lap. Fortunately, evervthing conmected
back up mechanically in time for me 1o
make & square turn at tse bottom, There's
some question as to whether [ actually
touched the ground. The plane was flying
toward a row of trees that T couldn’s get
over, % [ just cut a hole through them.
Approach: You obviously didn’s think
afvous efecring.
RAdm, Feightner: 1 couldn'y, not at thay
altitude, and with only one engine
because you did not have enough hydrau-
lic power to jettison the canepy; you
would rob the contrel system, At that
time, there was also some concam over
whether you'd lose your feet when you
cjected.
Appraach: Did yau kave any special
safery constderanions during the Blue
Angels' early days?
RAdm. Feightner: When we got jets, we
decided thar ar low altinede, 400-500 feet,
wiit ddid mot have timee to apect, and we told
people to open, unsnap the seat belt
before they ejected. At low aliilude,
things happen fast, and we didn’t have an
automatic seat belt.
Approach: Wouddn't vou have fad a sear
sap?
REAdm. Feightner: Probably. When we
had a four-plane midair in July 1932, one
diy before 1 lelt the team, only the tail-
end Charlie's pilot ejected, but his chute
didn"t open, He was still sitting upright in
the seat with his belt connected when we
found him. He would have made it if he
had loeasesed his belt

In the Panthers, we also dusconnected
the red, fire-wamning lights because they
would falsely illuminate, especially while
we were in a loop. That could be danger-
ous, flyving that close together, We
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depended on someone else in the forma-
tion telling us there was a fire, [ was (oo
much of a distraction in the middle of o
maneuver at that bow an altmde,
Approach: fn the February 1988 issue,
wie ran o sty abont “Escort Enfguerne,”
As a CARGRY aps officer during the En-
ferprize’ s (OVAN-G5 ) T3 reniradstine-
woreld crwdse, wnder RAdm. Bill Marrin,
how ddiid your handle overflighis?

RAdm. Feightner: We always inter-
cepled the Russians with teeo aircraft, one
in trail, while the other few alongside,
We used hand signals 1o direct them away
from the ship. If they kept coming, we'd
fire our guns. And, if they seill kepe
coming = or if they opened their bomb-
bays — we could shoot them down,
although, fortunately, things never went
that far. We never knew what they were
going to do, and didn’t want to take any
chances. During our 1963 round-ihe-
world cruise, we had a lot of planes try o
overfly the task force, but we never had
one gel closer than 75 miles.

Approach: As a flag officer, vou were in
ot the prownd Toor of the F-14's degign,
ineluding the controversy sieeronnding a
gien for the mew fighter. Please describe
the discussion and the compromises thar
were fimally decided,

RAdm. Feightner: When the F-14 was
first designed, it did net have a gun, The
pilots objected, and since I was a design
officer at that time, I decided 1o make a
real plea for a gun, After several tnes,
Waum, Tom Connelly, the DENO (Air),
pointed out that the gun and ammunition
would weigh 5,000 pounds,

[ said, “Admiral, why 15 it, when every
fighter pilat wants a gun, we can’t have
ane?"”

Ader much discussion, he relented and
wie compromised. IF the F-14 was used as
a fighter, without the Phoenix, we would
carry a gun. As an air superiority fighter,
the =14 would carmy two Sparmows, two
Sidewinders, and a full load of 30mm
ammunition. If the plane flew in its Meet
defense role with Phoenix, we had to
acknowledge that it was in an overload
comndition. We designed the gun so that it
would not affect the weight and balance
of the aircrafi regardless of the weapons
loadout. Grumman did a good job with
the design,

= Patar Marsky
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